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“It is dangerous trap to be concerned with what others
think of you, but if you trust the Lord, you are safe.”

Proverbs 29:25 (TEV)

As humans, it’s not surprising that we want people to accept us, to like us, after all it
is human nature. The problem comes when we take it a step further, abandoning our
values to please others. It is especially problematic for believers since the Bible so
clearly warns against being a people pleaser. When we seek to please people rather than

God, we find ourselves caught in a trap, compromised, exactly where we shouldn’t be!
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GOD CAN’T PLEASE EVERYONE!

His reputation, but rather to focus on God'’s
purpose (Mark 3:31-35). He didn’t change what
He was about just so others would feel better
about themselves and they sometimes went
away disappointed.

Jesus knew His mission on earth and He
refused to compromise because of His great
love for us, even though He knew there would
be many people who would not be pleased. If
the God of the universe can’t please everyone
- there is no way we can no matter how hard
we work at people pleasing!
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ANYONE’S APPROVAL TO BE HAPPY!

As believers, Jesus becomes humber one in
our lives and He can set us free of the prison
of people pleasing. Other humans can never
meet all of our needs or keep us happy, but
God can! He is the only one who can meet our
needs, comfort us, and give us true joy and
happiness. The prophet Isaiah reminds us of
this truth in Isaiah 51:12 (NLT), “/ am the One
who comforts you! So why are you afraid of
mere humans, who wither like the grass and
disappear?”
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O IMPORTANT IS ONLY TEMPORARY

John tells us plainly in 1John 2: 17 (TEV),
“The world and everything in it that people
desire is passing away; but those who do the
will of God will live forever.” We need to focus
our attention on God, joining Him in His work
on earth, with an eye toward eternity, doing as
Jesus directed us in Matthew 6:20-21, “Store
your treasures in heaven... Wherever your
treasure is, there the desires of your heart will
also be.”
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anyone we put ahead of God is an idol, a god.
When we act as people pleasers, we put others
ahead of God, making them idols simply
because we care more about what they think
than what God thinks.

In Galatians 1:10 (NLT), Paul lays it out
clearly, “I'm not trying to be a people pleaser!
No, | am trying to please God. If | were still
trying to please people, | would not be Christ’s
servant.” The only thing that matters is what
God thinks, but it is hard to hear His voice
when other voices are clamoring for our
attention. If we seek the attentions of our
fellow humans and cater to their opinions, we
are serving them, not God. When we seek to
please God (the only One who matters), our
people pleasing days will be over! In truth,
when we choose to please God rather than
people, we might just find we are also pleasing
others as we act in ways that please God.
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causes everything to work together for the
good of those who love God and are called
according to his purpose for them. For God

knew his people in advance, and he chose
them to become like his Son, so that his Son

would be the firstborn among many brothers
and sisters.” As believers, God is shaping us to
be like Christ and so fulfill His plans for us.

Where are you today? You can avoid the
people-pleasing trap. You can escape the
people-pleasing prison you find yourself
in. Take a step toward Jesus, then another
and another. Surround yourself with those
who encourage you to be more Christ-like.
Remember, God created you, He knows you
fully and completely, He loves you, and He is
the only ONE you need to please! Find your
purpose in Him today.



